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Psait, XCIX. Verl, I. 
The Lord reigneth, let the People tremble, 


F Hether this Pjalby was written by 
x Moſes, as the Jewiſh Rabbins think, 
= or by ſome other Prophet, or why 
this _ with four and twenty more 
1s deſtitute of a Title, when all the 
I 8 reſt have ſuitable Inſcriptions, is not 
RY om material to enquire.-The P/alm con- 
tains a rehearſal of Gods Wonderful-Works in the'De- 
iert, when he went before his People in the Wilderneſs, 
when God wrought Miracles every hour, and the Cloudy 
Pillar by Day, and the other of Fire by Night, like a 
Guardian Angel proteCted the Mighty Hoſt, and rendred 
them formidable to all Nations that heard of their 
Name, or had notice of their Approaches ; - or,” wemay 
call it a Spur to fervent Devotion, and profound Ve-! 
neration of the infinite Majeſty of Heaven, who neyer 
leaves ſuch Devotional Proftrations unrewarded ; artd if 
ſincere, crowns them uſually with loving Kindnefles ; 
and tender Mercies : Inſtances whereof are given in Mo- 
ſes, Aaron, and Samnel, Men who by their Prayers —_— | 
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ed the Heavens, and made God come down, and as it 
were forced the Almighty-into pity, and compaſſion by 
their Supplications: ' - * £ 
To excl our Attention , . the. P wed | begias his 
na. with an expreſſion great, and- lofry, becoming 
x,  Supreaga. Being, and'wor Norm pct efby.; 
Iz jewwords, hegives us.the bel Deſcriptzon:of*Gods 
Providence, that reafon can defire, and thete could be 
— mpre.magnyficegt, than to fay of him, 7he Lord 
reigneth, let the People tnewbe.: _ © tf 
That which will oblige me todeviate, or vary a little 
from, the received 'Franſlation, is, the ambiguity of the 
word 111% in the Original, which we -render tremble. 
The word in other places of Scripture ſtands for be:»g 
Fumultuons, Or 414 rage, inconfufion, Or in. greatdi{order, 
and this ſignification ſeems, to.ms to be molt proper;here, 
ang to rendex. the ſcnſe much clearer, and. if ygwragk me, 
what that1enſe is,- I. ſhall deliver it in this Frapefrſor k 


Propoſ, In; the midſt. of the greateſt tumults aud dife 
orders, the, Divine Provigence is awake", JIuthe midſt 
of "the moſt lamentable confuſions, Gogs management 
of - things is. orderly, and, reg war. | 


This muſt neceſſarily, be. the Reſult. of the Text, if 
we Conſtrue the words according| to the Interpretation 
Thave given, and-the words will naturally bear, viz. 
The Lord reigneth, let the People in. a Commonwealth, or 
Kingdom be never i# ſo great diſorder, or 9 pk even 
then, when all, things feem to bs turned. u wz, the 
Lord reigns by his Providence. * 

Let Heathens and Epicureans any, that Gods aſleep, 
when things go- contrary to-our, Carnal Wiſhes,. and. 
fond Expettations, we that enjoy Rt 2220s 

etter 
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better taught 3 And though the vaſt Ship of this incon- 
ſtant World were finking, 'we live veaſor'to believe, 
that the great Pilot Wh fits'at the Heli, 3 bt6adawhks, 
and hath pregaatit Rexſons for the Dilperation. Tt's a 
weak Argument; that God is careleſs, becauſe we can- 
not pry into the Reafons of his ACtions } nor can the in« 
ference be leſs than Childiſh; to conclude that the Al- 
mighty enjoys his eaſe, regardleſs of things below; be- 
cauſe our ſelves are not Omniſcient ; We could not be 
Creatures if we were ſo, and ſhould loſe our depen- 
dance upon the God above, if our Wiſdom did equal his, 
or could know all thetlepths of his Aftions. 

Yet ſo great 15 his goodneſs, that he hath nor left him= 
ſelf without Witneſs, and as myſterious as his goings in 
the SanCQtuary ſeem to be, he hath let his Servants know 
the Order of his Providerice. So great an advantage 
are the Scriptures, that while Pages, like Moles, orovel 
in the Earth, unable to apprehend what is done above ; 
We like Children of Light , can unfold Gods darker 
Proceedings, and inform the World of the equality of 
his Ways. _y 

When the ten Tribes revolted, and ſhook off their 
obedience to their Liege Lord Rehoboxmn, . we may eafily 

ueſs what diſorders: the Jewiſh Commonweilth then 
nid under, and what confufions that jun£ture of 
Affairs produced. Judah fought againſt 1/rael, and 1/- 
rael againft Judah, and in both Partres without alt per- 
adventure were Diſcontented Men, who added Fewel to 
the Fire, and threw Brtimſtone into the Flame to make 
it ſoar the higher ; yer while the Republick lies in that 
Convulfiorste, 50d diſpatches a Prophet to the Tribe 
of Fndgh, Shemaiah by Name, with order totellthem, 
xr Kings 12. 24: This. faith the Lord, je ſhall not $0 up, 
nor fight againf? vour Brethren the Children of Trac), re- 
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turn every mas to his own houſe, for this thing is from me; 
4. e, Let _ Man wonder at theſe Piſtoders for I have 
a Hand in them, and my Providence doth manage 
them ; And to this purpoſe, Amos brings in God ſpeak- 
ing, Am. 3. 6. Is there any evil, 4. e. any evil of con- 
fuſion in.the City, and the Lord hath not done it ? This, 
even Jehoram, as wicked as he was, could not but be 
ſenſible of, and therefore when in the great Famine of 
Szmaria People were ready to devour one another, and 
things were come to that extremity, that Women fell a 
dreffog their own Children for their Dinner, the King 
deſperate and melancholick, cries out, This evil is of the 
Lord, i. e. How diſmal ſoever the ſtate of things appears, 
the Almighty hath given order for it, and it's he, whoſe 
Power and Wiſdom manages this Calamity. 

- But. this Subje&t will require ſome elucidation, and 
therefore I ſhall conſider here, 1. What thoſe Diſorders, 
and Confuſions are, which ſeem to infer a careleſneſs of 
Providence. 2. Why God ſuffers, and permits ſuch Con- 
fuſions and Diſorders. 3. How his Providence appears in 
them, and which way he manages theſe ſeeming Contra- 
arctions, | 7 

1. What theſe Diſorders and Confuſons are, which ſeem 
to infer 4 careleſneſs of Providence, 

1. Oppreſſion of the Innocent and Poor, ſuch as we find 
among the Jews in the time of Amos and Jeremy, A4m.. 6. 
12. c. 8. 6. Fer. 7. 6. And no doubt a diſmal ſight it is, 
to ſec the Rich.invade the Poors little all without control, 
and Great Men cruſh thoſe of an Inferiour Rank by their 
lawleſs Power ; to ſee A4hab take poſſeſſion of Naborh's 
Vineyard ; and Zz64 becauſe in favour with the King, 
wrong the lame and harmleſs Mephiboſheth ; to ſee the 
W:ddow {corn'd, becauſe ſhe hath no Potent Friends ; and 
the Crphan trampled on, becauſe his injurious Adverfary 

can 


Gods Providence in the midft of Confuſions. _ s 
can out-Bribe him ; to ſee a Jeremy thrown into a Dun- 
geon, becauſe he ſpeaks the truth ; and a Darrel hurled 
into a Lyons Den,. becauſe he cannot conform to the 
looſer Cuſtomes of the m_ Court ; to ſee an Ariſtides 
driven into Exile, becauſe of his Juſtice, and an Alcr- 
biades depoſed from his Office, becauſe the raſh Ly/andey 
loſt the Field. Oppreſſicn as it is enough to make even 
a Wiſe Man mad, according to Slomon, Eccleſ. 7. 7. fo 
it is an Argument, that Juſtice hath forſaken the Tri- 
bunal ; and without Juſtice, Human Societies become 
Cages of Ravenous Birds, and the Band, which is to 
hold Mankind together, muſt neceflarily be diſſolved. 
It's this maintains the health and vigour of the Body 
Politick, and this once taken away , muſt on the 
other ſide caſt it into- violent Diſtempers ; Diftempers 
which render it not only weak, but deformed and odious, 
and muſt at laſt be the Death cf it. Ir's this whereby 
God intended Kirigdoms, and: Cities ſhould be —————_— 
and Men no ſooner receive their being, but at the.ſame 
time receive the Principles of this Vertue. Nature 
obliges them to it, as much as it doth to ſeit preſerva- 
tion, and with their Mothers. Milk they imbibe theſe 
Inclinations ; and on theſe Inclinations the wholeſom 
Laws of all Nations are grounded ; and whatever Or- 
ders are contriv'd by Wile men for the well governing 
of Societies, do all go upon this ſuppoſition.. Nay, 
God himſelf is concerned to ſce this Juſtice maintained. 
in Commonwealths, and it is part of his Prerogative 
to preſerve its Laws inviolable, ſo that it's being loſt in 
* a Corporation, ſeems to reflect upon him ;. and as it 
was he alone, that firſt taught Men to gather 1into.So- 
cieties, ſo to let Oppreſſion come among them, which: 
is the Bane, that kills them, to a ſenſual Eye feems-to 
be no.{mall diſparagement to his Providence. | 
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2. Such another Diforder 1s, when 4 Covefow, An 
bitions Printe is ſuffered to ſpoil and harrafſs the Countrey 
of his Neighbour Prince, who is at Peace with him, and 
not /o much as dreams of any Hoſtile Approaches, an in- 
ftance whereof we have in Benhadad, who with- 
out any other cauſe bur that of Intereſt, and his own 
glory, fell upon Bazſhah King of iſrael, being in League 
with him, and ſurprizing his Territories, plundered, 
and made himſelf Maſter of Tjo», and Daz, and Abe/- 
maine, and all the Store-cities of Naphtali, 2 Chron. 16. 
3, 4. A ſtrange way of War ! to fall upon his Confe- 
derate for no other reaſon, but becauſe he is more Po- 
tent, and to deprive the other of his Right and Inheri- 
tance, becauſe he is too weak and feeble rooppoſe him : 
To. fancy becauſe I have got a numerous Army, that 
therefore I may do what I liſt ; and becauſe I can be 
more wicked than another, that therefore I may law- 
tully be ſo. To imagine becauſe I am a King, that 
therefore I am exempt from all Laws, and becauſe 
there is no Man above me, that therefore I may cruſh 
whomſoever I have a mind to, to flatter my ſelf, be- 
cauſe God hath advanced my Throne above other Po- 
tentates, that therefore the reſt muſt be my Vaſſals, and 
becauſe they cannot eafily reſiſt me, that therefore I may 
make them fall a Sacrifice to my Luſt and Glory. Con- 
ceits monſtrous and odious, even to Pagans and Infidels ! 
and which deſerve not only the ſharpeſt Satyrs , but 
Gods ſevereſt Vengeance : We look upon Joak as a 
Villain, becauſe he killed 4ma/a Kiſſing, and David 
juitly called him the worſt of Men, becauſe he Mur- 
thered Abzer under pretence of Friendſhip, and ſhed the 
Blood of War. in Peace. 

Thus N:nus takes what he can get, becauſe his Neigh- 
bours are unarmed : and Seſoftris of A*gypt diſcontented 

that 
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that he hath ſo little, makes even his Familiars a prey 
to his Ambition : Actions which in Private Men would 
be puniſhed: with the Hangmans Sword, and.in Perſons 
of- a lower Condition, revenged with the moſt exquiſite 
Racks and Tortures ; Yet it 1s not Power, can juſtifie: a 
Sin, nor the-greatneſs of a Man turn a Vice into Vertue. 
Robbery is a Crime in-a Princeas much as in a Subjef, 
and ſtealing other Mens Goods the greater injuſtice in a 
King, by how much he ſtands higher, than other Mor- 
tals. No Prince hath power to act againſt the Law of 
Nature, and what 1s intrinſically Evil, can never be 
made Good by the moſt ſpecious pretences- of Autho- 
rity. | 
Bences that are given to ſich injuitice are Enemies 
of Mankind, and no marvel, if the Diſordersthey cauſe 
in the neighbouring Dominions are'aſtoniſhing, for the 
Sin it ſelf 1s prodigious. That which amazes the 
SpeCtator*more, is, that ſuch Unrighteouſneſs very often 
proſpers, and the Diſorders it' cauſes, tends.to the Re- 
nown and ſplendour of the Perfidious Conquerer:, for 
it makes him not only -more adored by Parafites, and 
Flatterers at hotne; who call him; Great, Inviscible, and 
a Demy-God, but formidable eo Nations afar: oft, which 
like innocent. Animals, at the approach of the Ravenous 
Hawk, quake as the Rumour ſpreads of his ſpeedy, 
though treacherous ViCtory ; A*Scene of Aﬀairs, which 
Providence feems to ſuffer in, and while he, in»whoſe 
Hands the Hearts of Princes are ſaid to be, lets looſe the 
Reins, and ſuffers them to do what they liſt; Men gaided 
by ſenſe can ſuſpeQtnoleſs, than that the Lord doth not” 
ſec, neither doth the God of Facob regard it ; as thoſe, 
Pal. 94: 7. | 

- Coil Wars; when. Men of the ſame Conntrey and, 


Nation breaking into Faftions, imbrue their hands in one 
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anothers Blopd, and thruſt their Swords into one anothers 
Bowels, as the Midianires, Jud. 7. 22. When Neighbour 
fights with Neighbour, and thoſe of a Mans own Houle 
prove his greateſt Enemies ; when Members of the ſame 
Commonwealth firſt run into Diſcontents among them- 
ſelves, and thence into @pen Hoſtility one againſt the 
other ; when different Parties firſt give one another re- 
proachful Names, from reproachtul Namescome to Ani. 
molities, and feed their Envy and Malice fo long till it 
break forth into a _conluming Fire. There is hardly 
any Natjon but ſome time or other hath felt the ſmarc 
of theſe Inteftine Diviſions ; and if any have eſcaped the 
blow, it muſt be, becauſe there was nothing in the 
Country worth contending tor. How many Mens lives 
were loſt at Rome in the Contentions betwixt Maris 
and '$ylla, betwixt Catilines Party, and the Serate, be- 
twixt [Pompey and Ceſar, every School-boy knows, that 
hath read the Hiſtory. This was the fate of the hot 
Diſputes at 7hebes, betwixt 1/menias and Archias, 
at Jeruſalem betwixt Jaſon and Menelaws, in Greece be- 
twixt the Dorians and Jontars, at Athens betwixt T hu- 
cidides and 7imon, in Italy betwixt the Guelphs and Gz- 
bellines, at Conſtantinople betwixt Hypatius and the Court 
Party, at Carthage betwixt Hannibal and Hanno, at Flo. 
rence betwixt the People. and the. Houſe of Medices, in 
France betwixr the Hedai and: Sequani, and he that ſhall 
peruſe our own Chronicles, take a view of the Quarrels 
betwixt the White and Red Roſe, and all the Seditions, 
Rebellions, and Diviſions under the ſeveral Kings. of this 
Hand, and add to all this whathe remembers of the late 
Civil. War, that ſet Ephraim againſt Manaſſeh, and Ma- 
naſſeh againſt Ephraim, and they both againſt Judah, 
cannot but behold a' very {ad Landskip of -Horrour and 
Confuſion, | | 

To 
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To fee Men Drunk with their Profperous Fortunes, 
' and angry with their own Happineſs ; To ſee them fall 
foul one upon another, and they that mnught live in eaſe 
and ſafety, like Mad Dogs bite and devour one another ; 
To ſee them enragedone againſt another upon a punti:lio 
of Stare, and as if their Lives were nothing worth, 
throw them away becauſe both Parties cannot be of the 
ſame Judgment ; To fee them not only begin their 
Quarrels upon {light Occaſions, but purſue them unto 
Death and Ruine, as it is an _ .of intolerable 
Pride and Self-conceitedneſs , 10 ifs like, the carelefs 
SpeQtator, that ſees the Tremendous Effetts of it, will 
wonder, what's become 'of Providence in fuch Dit» 
orders. 

4. Maſſacres : When the truc Religion is perſecuted, 
a5 a Peſtilent Hereſy, and mighty Endeavours are uſed 
ro "Extirpate its Renown and G ry : -when Fire :and 
Faggot become Arguments to confute. it, and Swords 
ind the Gallows are made ule of as the only Syllogiſms 
to batterits Fortitications : when it isnot only contemned 
and derided, but the Profeſſors of it ſeverely handled, 
and: thoſe that darebe fo-bold as toown. it,. put to moſt 
crael 'Torments ': when the Floods' of: Ungodlineſs: 
threaten ro. overwhelm it, -and the Malice of Menriſes 
to that height, that nothing will ſerve rheir turn, but 
its Ruine and Deſtruttion.. Such was the Maſſacre of 
the Fews under Aztrochwe, "when to five up torrhe Law 
of Moſes, was preſent Death, and/'toobſerveGods Sta- 
tuates the readieft way tobe Tortured,) when to. believe 
m' one God was to be broken on the Wheel; and toab- 
hor ſdolatry involved the Votary in the danger of moſt 
barbatous Uſage. Thus was the true Religion treated 
ir-the firſt renPerſecutions by the Heathen Emperazrs, 
when to have a Bible 4a the Honſe, andito be thrown 
C ro 
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to the Lyons was all one, and not to offer Incenſe to 
the Heathen Gods, was caule enough to be torn 1n pieces 
by Bears and Tygers ; when Multitudes of Chriſtians 
were driven like ſo many Sheep to the Slaughter, and 
the Hangmen were ſooner has with Executing, than 
the Proteflours of Chriſt's Dottrine with the variety of 
their Tortures. Thus the Church of Rome dealt with 
the Waldenſes and Albigenfes, from the Year of Our Lord 
1334. to 1340. and upward, when thoſe innocent Crea- 
tures for contradiCting the Corruptions of that Church, 
were hurled into the Fire ; and not to be ſubjett to the 
Pope in his unlawful Decrees, was counted as bad as 
Witchcraft ; when Flames were the Portion of Men, 
that would not believe a Purgatory, and a Dungeon 
| = _ "_ of adhering cloſe to the Oractes of the Holy 
oſt. TY 
Such was the Maſlacre at Paris in the Year 1572, 

when in one Night many thouſands were Murther'd 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe they were Proteſtants : 
and vaſt numbers of Men and Women Murthered like 
Beaſts, becauſe they would make the Bible the only 
Rule of their Faith and Manners, when at Rome the 
triumphed at the Inhumane Fact, and like the Jews, 
thought they had done God Service. by facrificing the 
hves of his Servants to their Rage and Malice. This 
was the lot of the Proteſtants in Ireland in the Year 1641. 
when 200000 of them were deſtroy*d to make the Popiſh 
Clergy ſport, and Men that proteſled themſelyes to be 
of the Catholick Church out-cud Indians and Cannibals 
m their Cruelty ; when the more Proteſtants a Papiſt 
killed, the more he Merited, and might tell the Pearls 
of his.Crown in Heaven, not by his Beads, but by the 
number of Chrifts Diſciples, winchas hethought, he [had 
ſent ta Hell, and offered to the Devil. _ . 25 47 by 
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If God takes care of any thing, thinks the ſenſual Man, 
it muſt be of the true Religion, this we mult conceive 
to be his Darling, and if he hath more tender AﬀeCtions 
for one thing than another, this we muſt ſuppoſe is the 
chief Obje& of his ſollicitude : This makes moſt for his 
Honour, and his Glory is advanced by nothing ſo much 
as by true, and genuine Worſhip'; This therefore he 
muſt be thought to mind and cheriſh moſt, and to look 
upon with 'the kindeſt AſpeCt : But to ſee this Jewel 
ſcorned, derided, aftronted, and its luſtre darkened by 
Clouds of Ignorance and Malice : To ſee this Pearl bro- 
ken, ſhattered, and the duſt of it diſperſed into the va- 
rious corners of the Earth : To ſee its Foes live great, 
and thoſe that touch this Apple of his Eye, brave it in 
their pleaſures : To ſee them ereC&t their Throne on the 
Necks of Gods Servants, and ſecurely trample on theſe 
ſuppoſed Favourites .af Heaven ; what can weconclude, 
but that. either this 1s not the true Religion , or that Pro- 
videnceis careleſs, and ſupine in its Protection ? 

5. Such another Diſorder is, Baſe and coutemptible mens 
climbing np to the Thrones of Kjngs, and diſplacing the 
true Owners, and uſurping their Authority ; When the 
vileſ? of Men are advanced to Royalty , and they that 
were but Subjetts a little before, come to ſit in their Lords 
Tribunal : vvhen Perſons of the Dregs of the People 
get up to the higheſt Povver, and they that vvere but 
Scum before, come to {vvim like Op on the top, and 
throvv dovvn Gods Anointed ; when a Jeroboam from 
Surveyor of the Kings Works, riſes up to be King him- 
ſelf ; and a Xymri that dvvelt ina Cottage before, comes 
to poſſeſs himſelf of the Royal Palace. 

Such vvas the ſudden advance of the Famous or rather 
Infamous Maf/izello, vwvho from a Fiſherman, ina day or 
tvvo comes to be a Prince, and from mending of Nets, 
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in a Weeks time is advanced to be.more than Yice-Roy 
of Naples, whoſe contemptible Condition is on a ſuddain 
changed into Adorations, and his. Converſe with the 
meaneſt of his fellow SubjeCfts, turned into bows and 
cringes from the greateſt of the People : he that before 
had ſcarce a Dog to attend him, in a few hours 1s fol- 
lowed by a Crowd, and receives the Courtſhips and 
Careſſes of an incredible Multitude : he that knew lifrle 
but Obedience a little before, now Commands Armies, 
and frcm a Slave, comes to giveLaw to the proudeſt of 
the Spaniards, They that betore would ſcarce vouchſate 
to look upon him, now are glad of his kinder Smiles : 
and his threats, that beforc were accounted little more 
than the noiſe of a Hound, are now dreaded more than 
the 'Almightxs Thunder. 

Such was the prodigious riſe of the late Uſurper, whoſe 
Crimes, and wondertul Succeſſes in his Bleody Attempts, 
have given occaſion to the ſad Solemmity, and the Sack- 
cloth, and. Aſhes of this Day. A Man, (it it be not 
a Crime to call him fo, for he outwent Devils in-Hypo- 
criſy) by whoſe contrivance the Royal Crown tell 
down, and with the Crown the Church, and with the 
Church the Nations happineſs : a Man, whoſc Crimes 
muſt be deteſted whike time is meaſured by the intervals 
of Day and Night, and who by his Actions harh fixed 
ſuch a blot on Chriſtianity, as perhaps the Tears of ma- 
ny Ages cannot wipe away : a Man, who in purſuance 
of his Dreams was reſtleſs, till he ſaw what the Evil 
Spirit had revealed, accompliſhed; and firſt poiſoned 
the Peoples Loyalty, and then made advantage of their 
Perfidiouſneſs. 

Who made Religion a Stalking-horſe to invade the 
Throne, and when he had poſſeſſed himſelf of it, was 
more lawleſs than the Perſon, whom he pretended to 


expel 
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expel for being fo. ; Who forced his way to Greatneſs 
through a thouſand lives, and knowing no. means toar- 
rive to it, but injuftice in the highe(t degree, cut down 
all the Trees that ſtopt his Proſpect ; who made the Bible 
ſubſervient to his Sword, and held it in one Hand, that 
he might only do greater Execution with the other ; who 
under. a pretence of Liberty, made the Nation a greater 
Slave tohim than = are-in 7urhy , and while he gave 
out, that he would ſet them free, bound them bur the 
taſter in their Shackles : who to reform the Church, pul- 
led it down to the Ground, and while he made Purity 
the Watch-word, brought' in darkneſs greater than the 
Agyprian, tor hetaught Men 2 new Religion, how they 
might be Deyout and yet Rob and Steal, and commut 
Sacriledge without fear, or Remorſe of Conſcience : 
who in the worſt ſence became all things to all Men, to. 
make them all his Prey, and: complied with ſeveral 
Parties, to make them all his Devoted Yaſlals; who. 
could weep to deplorethe Misfortunes of the Time; while 
he was the chief Inſtrument to bring them in ; andery 
out againit Monarchy, while nothing leſs was the Ob- 
ject of his Ambition. ; who waved the Title of a-King 
meerly becauſe he law it was not ſafe, and ſeemed Hum- 
ble, thereby the better to compals his dangerous Deſigns 
and Purpoſes. 

Who to ſtop the Clamours of the People, did them 
right, thereby to wrong his Prince the better : and to 
make his Murther Legal; cauſed him to be condemned 
by a Law of his own making : who firft promoted the 
Parliaments Independency of the King, and then made 
himſelf ry ney of their Power : who firſt gulled 
the ſimpler Party into an opinion of his ſanQtity, and 
when he had done ſo, wallow'd ſecurely un the ſhades 
of the greateſt Villany : who made hunſelf great, by 

aring 
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daring to dothat, which Heathens would have trembled 
at, and ſo his Glory might be ſet on the Pillars of Fame, 
was content to make Lucifer both his I»ſfrumext and 
General. | 


Thus lived the proud Uſurper, but what is more, diced 
in his Bed, lamented by the Crew that had ſerved him 
in his Sins, diſpoſed of three Kingdoms to his Son, who 
wanted beſides Right, his Fathers Cunning , and Per- 
ſonal Qualifications ; yethe ſaw his Succeſſor applauded, 
and fawned upon by Men that were-then in Power, 
and had the ſatisfaftion to behold a Man of his own Line 
in a probability to carry on his own Uſurped Authority, 
which was all that a dying Tyrant could deſire, and 
greater felicity a Man could not poflibly aim at, that 
believed no other Life, or if he did, could not expect a 
ſhare in its Happineſs :. yet with his Death his Helliſh 
Laurels did not wither, for his Funeral was Royal, as if it 
had not been enough to have. lived a King, except he 
died ſo too, and the pomp of his Interrment ſuch, as 
attraCted the Eyes of the moſt curious Spettators ; Nay, 
as after the Storm is paſt, there remains ſome agitation 
of the Waves, ſo the Agents of Foreign Princes, that 
had dreaded this Neptures Trident, while alive, retained 
ſome awe of his | ws" after Death, which was the 
reaſon, that with their forced preſence they graced his 
atfeted:Funeral : An Accident uncommon, and exceed- 
ing rare; and if Aſaph ſeeing the Proſperity of private 
wicked Men , his Feet had almoſt ſhpp'd, -and he very 
near ſunk into a ſlight Opinion, and low thoughts of 
Gods Providence, what would he have ſaid, had he ſeen 
Impiety thus publickly honoured, not only in Life, but 
in Death, as it Heaven had applauded the Heroick Sin, 
and loved to beſtow Rewards on Men; not only for their 

great 
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great Attempts in Vertue, but for daring to be more 


than ordinarily Profane and Impious ? 


- But as great as theſe Diſorders are, or ſeem to be, 
they are noblemiſh of Providence, nor doth that Golden 
Chain look the leſs lovely, becauſe all the Links are not 
diſtintly ſeen by Men, whoſe Eyes by ſtaring upon 
Senſual ObjeCts, as People that look much on Snow, 
have contratted a vicious dimneſs. And ſo much will 
appear from what we ſhall propoſe in the ſecond Ge- 
neral, viz. 
- 2. Why God ſuffers ſuch Diſorders and Confuſions to 
happers in Commonwealths or Kingdoms, 6.974 
' I. God doth it to puniſh a Nation or People. for their 
Sin, When the Sins of a People are come to a fatal 
pitch, and the meaſure grown full, it's time for God, 
by ſending ſuch Diforders to laſh the generality into 
better Manners; -not that God doth inflicate them to 
theſe Diſorders, but it's juſt with-him to withdraw his 
reſtraining Grace, and not to hinder their wicked In- 
Clinations : And when the Prop that upholds the Houle 
1s Charity, and that Charity is abuſed, it the Prop be 
removed, and the Houle fall, it's to make the Inhabi- 
cant: ſenſible of his ingratitude, When Pride and Jdle- 
neſs;' and fulneſs of Bread; and its uſual Concomitants; 
Wantonneſs and Luxury came-once to Rage and Reign, 
God juſtly takes -away the Partition that kept the Fire 
and Tinder afſunder, and then no marvel, if, being com- 
mitted and let loofe to falkone upon the. other, they cayſe 
a Combuſtion which 1s'not ably quenched. -. .. 
When the Body: is grown Pletharick, and the Hu- 
mours abound, the Wiſe Phyſician breaths a Vein, and 
though-the ignorant SpeCtator thinks he is going to let. 
out 'Life; F nar only ro:preſerve- the whole from pe- 
riſhing!'' -God ſometimes afflifts a good King io Nis 
1000 WI 
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wicked- Peoples ſake, ſo he permitted-the Excellent Jo- 
/iah to be Slain, becauſe though bimfelf was ont of the; 
beſt of Men, yer his $Subjed&s:were Hypocritical to a high 
degree ; and white they ſeemed to comply with the King 
ig the true Worſhip of Cod, continued Idolaters in 
their Hearts : So God ſuffeted the Martyr of' the day to, 
tall, becauſe the Nation that lived under his Shadow, 
were grown extravagant in their Manners. And that 
you may not wonder, how God comes to puniſh the In- 
nocent, and let the Guilty go free, I muſt anſwer, That 
the Innocent, though ſeemingly AfMited, yet lefe no- 
thing by the Adverhity, but only Anticipate Heaven, and. 
exchange their Temporal for an Everlaſting Bliſs a few 
years ſooner, white the Sinners, though ſeemingly proſ- 
perous, ſuffer ſignally in the lofs of their great Repre- 
ſentative ; for hereupon they mutt neceſlarily tall into 
confuſion, and while they ſend: fometime to the /epe, 
and ſometime to the' Kg-:ree ro: [Reignover them, and 
know not where to fax 'they at ft inconſiderately,. yet 
by Gods wiſe Permiffion, fix upon the Bra9b/: for their 
Prinee, whence Fire comes forth, and either Dilperſes 
or Conſumes the giddy Multitude: ': 
* Sametimes God: puniſhes -the- People, for their, Irre- 
ligiowns Princes ſake, as he ſent a Famine on the Land in 
the days of Davii, 2 Sam. 21. 1. becauſe King Sas/ 
had committed Perjury, and Slain the Gzbeonites : Aud 
{o he would not depart from his anger againſt the few 
becauſe of the Sins'of Mazzfſeh, 2 Kings 23. 26. where: 
with he had provoked him ro anger : For Ki SAre 
Bodies Politick, whereof Princes are the Heads, and it 
either Head or Body be put to ſtreights and inconveni- 
encies, the deſign of Providence is fulfilled, which is 
reſolved, when heinous Offences. are £amnutted. in the 
whote, one prineipal part' ſhould: lmartifqrthe boldpels 
that 
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that the other may take warning: and though that 
which ſuffers may not be ſo guilty as the other, yet as 
they ſympathize- together, ſo its ſeldom ſeen but that 
they do contratt ſomerhing, or participate of one ano- 
thers Corruptions, and —— juſtly ſhare in one 
anothers. Sufferings : And where the Prince ſuffers for 
the People, though it's confeſt, the Providence is more 
aſtoniſhing and fſurprizing, yet it is more Godlikeand 
Majeſtick, and an imitation of the Death of Je/#s, who 
conſented to die for the People, that the whole Nation 
might not be undone. 
God never puniſhes a Nation as a Nation, but only in 
this preſent Life; for indeed that relation extends no 
farther : when People in the next, come to be judged be- 
fore the great Tribunal, they are not judged as a Na- 
tion, but as ſingle Perſons ; for every one ſhall give an 
account of himlelt to God; and therefore if God Cha- 
ſtiſes a Nation as a Nation, it is only in this World, 
and if in ſuch Chaſtiſements, either the generality or 
ſome Principal Members ſuffer, its enough to anfwer the 
deſign of the Divine Equity, which 1s to let the Na- 
tion ſee his diſpleaſure againſt the curſed thing that is in 
the midſt of them ; ſo that: in this caſe, the Almighty 
ules a kind of Decimation, he being too pitiful, nw. t00 
Treat a lover of Humane Societies to deſtroy every 
individual, eſpecially in Ample Commonwealths, where: 
are more than Sixfcore thouſand Perſons, that cannot 
diſcern between their right hand and their left, Jon. 4. 11. 
Bur, 
2. As in all theſe Diſoraers and Confuſions, there are 
ſome, who though notoriouſly guilty, yet eſcape, and are 
not ſo much as ſinged by that devouring Fire, nay, proſper, 
and thrive beſt in ſuch Combaſtions : ſo Providence lets 
them go free, to convince Men of Reaſon, that there is 
anc- 


1 Gods Providence in tbe midſt of Confuſions. 


another World, mhere their inſolence and unrig hteou(neſs 
ſhall be puniſbed with 4 witneſs, Plal. 50, 21, 22, 23. God 
gives Men a taſte of his Juſtice here, that they may nor 
think in their hearts, there is no God ; and yet but a 
taſte, that they may not unagine, that what he doth 
here, is all he intends to do. Some Judgments he is 0- 
bliged to ſend down now, to let the World ſee, there is 
a God that judges in the Earth ; and yet he ſends not all 
he means ta ſend, ta teach. them, there are. far more 
dreadful ones to come. Some careleſs and debauched 
Ven he laſhes here, to hint to us, that there is an All- 
ſeeing Eye; and yet others he lets alone, to aſſure us, 
that there is a future and Everlaſting Vengeance. 

. There is not a greater Argument of another Life, 
than Gods being ſilent now, and not Executing Judge- 
ment againſt an Evil Work ſpeedily ; eſpecially, where 
the Crimes threaten CO and Men attempt 
to. mingle Heaven and Earth together , dare be Giants 
in Tranſgreſſion, and make Gods Patience an cncourage- 
ment to their Irreligion : for God, being a Righteous 
Governour, cannot but be juſt ; and ſince he awakes not 
to Vengeance here, he will certainly pay the Sinner 
home with intereſt hereafter. 

When Frederick the Emperor heard of a Nobleman 
in his Dominions, who had run through all the Fallaci- 
ous Labyrinths of Sin, taſted of all its Luxuries, lived 
the life of a Beaſt, or of a Devil rather, had ſpared no 
Woman in his luſt, and no Man in his auger, had been 
Drunk and Intcmperate to a frotigys yet had never 
had any Croſs or Sickneſs, and at laſt Died ſoftly.and 
quietly without pain or trouble, with Age more than 
with Sickneſs, being then above Fourſcore ; The Intel- 
ligent Prince {mote upon his Breaſt, and ſaid, E:ther 
there is no God, or after this comes a Life of Reward and 
Ven. 


S404 


Gods Providence in the midft of Confuftons, 1 9 
Vengearce : concluding peremptorily , That this Man 
having eſcaped Gods Rods and Axes here, muſt neceſſa- 
rily be Tormented hereafter. 

So that Proſperous Villains are Gods Witneſſes, that 
Men do not ccaſe to be when they Die, and carry Marks 
about them of Gods future Vengeance. God in ſuffer- 
ing them to thrive, confirmes what he hath ſaid in his 
Word, and their Flouriſhing Condition here, is an item, 
that when this Life is ended, they ſhall be deſtroy'd 
forever ; which is a Truth ſo important , and which 
the World is ſo highly concerned to know, that it is in 
a manner neceſſary, Impiety ſhould be proſperous here, 
that their ſtrength ſhould be firm, _ there ſhould be 
no Bands in their Death, that they ſhould not be in 
trouble as other Men, nor plagued like other Men, that 
their Eyes ſhould ſtand out with fatneſs, and that they 
ſhould have more than their hearts can wiſh, ſince it 1s 
an infallible Argument, that God hath appointed a day, 
wherein he will render Tribulation and Anguiſh to every 
Soul that doth evil, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile, 
Rom. 2. 9. | 

3. Such Diſorders come to convince Men, that true 
Happineſs is not to be had it this Valley of Tears, but muſt 
be Tagke in Heavy, . To this end the greateſt Glories 
tn the VVorld are ſubjeft to decay, and Scepters and 
Diademes are ſuffered to tumble down, to ſhew, there is 
a greater felicity to be gotten elſewhere. To this end 
the greateſt Calm is ſuffered to die into a Storm, and 
Halcyon days into threatning V Vaves and Billows, to 
aſſure us the Prophet was 1n theright, when he cryed, 
Ariſe and depart, for here is not your reſt, Mic. 2. 10. 

To this end Gilmer the Vandal was overcome, and led 
in Triumph through the: Streets of Conſtantinople ; To 
this end, Andronicus from an Emperor 1s made a _ 

D 2 and . 
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and infamouſly dragged through Common-ſhores and 
Kennek; To this end the Great V/ziteli#s hath Dirt 
thrown in his Face, and is haled to the Market-place to” 
be Executed ; To this end the Mighty Cr@/w is like to 
falt a Sacrifice to Flames, and the Sturdy Bajazet is im- 
priſoned in a Cage : King Bolef/aus made a Skullion, 
and Dtonyſins forced to turn Schoolmaſter ; To this end 
Valerianus is Ficad by the Perſian Souldiers, and Salted 
as if he had been Bacon ; To this end John the Twenty 
third, though a Pope, is at laſt conſtrained to. eat his 
own Clothes, and to feed upon the Fleſh of his own 
Arms, for hunger ; To this end Aaozibezeck after the 
Conqueſt of Seventy Kings, hath the extremities of his 
Hands and Feet cur of, and all to teach Men, that 
theſe outward Gaudes are vanity of wanities, all is 
vanity. s 

And indeed the aforeſaid Giimer was ſo ſenſible of this, 
that being after long, but fruitleſs Reſiſtance neceſſitated 
to yield himſelf to the Enemy, ſent to his Conqueror 
for three things, for Bread, for a Spnrge, and for a 
Cittern : for Bread to ſupport his fainting Body, for a 
Spumge to wipe away the Tears, he had ſhed for. the 
lols of his Royal Grandeur, and for a C:ttern, to rejoyce 
in his Experience that all is vanity. 

The fickleneſs of theſe outward Glories 1s an Argu- 
ment of their emptineſs, and in that like Glaſſes, they 
are ſo calily broke and crackt, Wiſe Men ce, that they 
are but bubbles ; were they laſting, Men would fancy 
them to be Heaven, and their uninterruptedneſs would 
tempt poor Mortals to ſay of them , as the ſurpriz'd 
Diſciple of Mount 7abor, 1t*s good for us to behere, let's 
make T abernacles, Indeed in the midſt of their incon- 
ſtancy, Men are apt to promiſe themſelves ſubſtantial ſa- 


tisfaCtion : and while they ſee them {lip through their 
Fingers, 
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Fingers, they are {o unwiſe as to adore them ; What 
would they do, were they really what they ſeem to be, 
and had they beſide their dazling Dreſs,. Eternal dura- 
tion to make them amiable ? 

God hath laid up other Felicities for Rational Crea- 
tures, and they lie out of the Common Road, that Men 
might take pains to get them. We muſt not think God 
beltow'd Immortal Souls upon us, that we - might tix 
them on Senſual Objects, and when we find, that they 
are capable of ſccuring ſuch Riches and Pleaſures as 
fade not away, we mutt ſuppoſe, that to do ſa, was the 
principal End. of their Creation. God hath made theſe 
lower things changeable as the Moon, that like the Wo- 
man in the Revelation, chap.12. verſ. 1. wemay et our 
Feet upon them, and aim at Delights which tranſport 
Souls, raviih Angels, and force Seraphim into Extafies. 

The deceitfulneſs of outward Glortes appearsno where 
ſo plain, as in publick Diſorders-and Confuſions, and 
they are the beſt Glaſs to ſhew us, what unſatisfactory 
things they are ; For though in private Families diſap- 
pointments and changes happen every day, yet they are 
roo inconſiderable for a Multitudeto take notice of them ; 
but Publick Diſorders convince a Kingdom of the 
ImperfeCttion of theſe External Comforts, and themore 
notorious they are, the more. all ſorts of Men are per- 
fwaded into a belief of that ImperfeNXion ; ſo that Con- 
fuſions of this nature are Sermons preach'd to a whole 
Nation, and Speeches from Heaven, whereby God in- 
tends an Univerſal Reformation. 

4. Sometimes it is totry the Good, and to brighten their 
Faith, and Hope, and Conſtancy, which like Gold, is beſt 
Poliſhed and Refined by Fire. And this Reaſon God 
himſelf gives, P/. 8x. 7. It is in this caſe, as in matter 


of Hereltes, which »«ſt be, That thoſe which are approved, 
may 
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may be made manifeſt, x Cor. 11.19. To adhere to a good 
Cauſe, when it fleeps under the fofr Wings of Peace 
and order, may be dolicy, but to c{pouſe it when dil- 
couraged, is an argument of true Hcneity and Inge- 
nuity. He that candefendit, when it meets with Op- 
poſition, we may conclude, is guided more by its E- 
quity, than his own Intereſt : and he that ſticks to ir, 
when Tempeſts threaten to overwhelm it, difcovers, 
that it hath not only his bare Approbation , bur his 
Heart and AﬀeCtions too. 

To Salute Chriſt when all Jersſalem cries Hoſannah, 
may be a piece of Civility ; bur to ſpeak for him when 
he 1s Crucified, is a ſign of true Chriſtian Simplicity, 
Till Perſecution came, the Son of God had innumerable 
Flatrerers ; but when that Fire began, the number ſoon 
dwindled away into a {mall Company of Followers. 
It happens ſo ſometimes, that the good cannot be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the counterfeit Profellors of Religion, 
and whileall meet in the Publick Aſſemblies, the Wheat 
and Chaft ſeem to be one, but Troubles and Diſorders 
like the Wiſe Shepherd make a diſtinQtion-between the 
Sheep and the Goats, and diſcover the Integrity of the 
one, and the Deceit and Hypocrifie of the other. 'To 
follow David, when all I/rae! runs after Ab/alom, is a 
Mark of Loyalty, but with Achitophel to ſhrink, when 
Heaven ſeems to frown on the right ſide, is baſe Trea- 
chery. Troubles, like Aqua Fortis, make a ſeparation be- 
twixt Metals, and ſhew which 1s the Silver, and 
which the contemptible Mineral. Thoſe that are good 
grow better by them : Thoſe that ſeem only to be ſo, in 
the hour of Temptation fall away. 

That Sap certainly is ftrongelt, which preſerves the 
Leaves of a Tree green and verdantall the Winter, and 
nothing is ſo great a ſign of ſtrength and hardineſs, as 
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to be able. to endure the rude aſlaults of Froſt and Snow, 
and unſeaſonable Weather. It's a CharaQter of Infamy, 
the Evangeliſt imprints on the chief Rulers among the 
Jews, who indeed believed in 1/4, but for fear of the 
Phariſees, durſt not confeſs. him, Joh.” 12. 42. True 
Goodneſs like Lillies thrives, though Thornsand Bryars 
do ſurround it, and Sa/1m4x4er like can live in Fire. 

The /ate K7z2s Piety ſhines the brighter, becauſe he 
durſt maintain it under Temptations to forfake it. The 
Troubles that came upon him, it's confeſt added little to 
his ourward Pomp, but rendred his Goodnels more charms 
ing and amiable to the: Prudent Spectator : It had never 
arrived to that Renown and Glory, it thof: Confuſlions 
had not been the Touchſtone : and when like Lawrel it 
could ſtand thoſe Thunders, it was evident that an 
Almighty Power. did uphold it : Had he lived Proſpe- 
rouſly all his days, his Vertue would have madehim a 
Saint, but the conſtancy of it in the ſevereſt Tryals, gave 
him the Character of a Martyr : Had he profeſſed and 
expreſs'd Meckneſs, while his Subjects were ſubmiſſive 
and reſpectful, the excellent Qualification might have 
challenged ſuitable Commendarions ; but to practice it 
when his Servants became his Maſters, and inſtead of 
Honouring, loaded him with Indignitiesand Reproaches, 
this deſerves our wonder : To be true to the Church 


* againſt his Temporal Intereſt, was that, which gave hum 


the greateſt Credit, and to forgoe a Crown rather than 
part with his Religion, an atk which. force. the World 
into admiration. . The greater Man.he was, the greater 
was the Tryal, and for fuch.a Tryal, (perhaps, nothing 
was {ſo fit as Royal Vertue. The Diſorders he lived to 
ſee, made him more ſenſible of Gods aſſiſtance, than all 
his Sunſhine did, and he had never taſted of that degree 
of {weetnels in Gods favour, if Perſecution and a Prove 
1a 
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had not increaſed the reliſh. This gave him a clearer 
ſight of Gods goodneſs, than the high Specula of his Pa- 
lace, and his Solitarineſs afforded him ſuch Contempla- 
tions, as he muiſt never have hoped tor in the Crouds of 
Courtiers. This made him look into Paradiſe, and ſee the 
Suftering jo on his Throne, and taught him, thar a 
Man might be the Son of God in the very Garden of 
Gethſemane. This furniſhed him with Leſſons, wlfich 
the greateſt Kings are Strangers to, and with Moſes, di- 
rected him to behold him that was Inviſible. This made 
his Faith with Atraham, believe even Contradictions, 
and raiſed his Confidence, that. though he Died, he 
ſhould live for ever. This made him ſtand amazed at 
his own Vertue, and while he ſaw he was able to do, what 
he thought had been impoſſible, admire the immenſe 
power and goodneſs of God, when grace was thus ſufh- 
cient for him, and made his ſtrength proportionable to 
his burden. This made him find by bletled experience, 
what the Saints of old felt in their Chains and Tortures, 
and aſſured him, that to rejoyce with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory in the midſt of Flames, was no Fable. 
This made him ſee, that the things Inviſible are the 
moſt deſirable Objeas, and find with the great Apoltle, 
that there is a great difference between being Perſecuted 
and forſaken. | 

5. Such Diſorders are ſometimes permitted 79 diſcover: 
the ill Principles of ſome Mens Relioion, who are like to 
ſeduce others by their ſpecious Pretences, that Men whoare. 
in good earneſt reſolved to be ſaved, may be aware of them, 
and not fall into the ſame condemnation, 2 Tim. 3.1,5,9. 

Men who ſuppoſe that gain-1s godlineſs, when trouble- 
ſome and Perillous times do come, and. Diſorders riſe, 

ſerve themſelves of theſe Tumults, and under a ſhew of 

Piety, graſp what they can, and betray their rY 
Ends, 
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Ends, which in ſach times cannot be hid, when there 
are opportunities and temptations to call them out into 
Aftion ; for as in ſuch Diſorders commonly the Right 
Cauſe, or the Party that have moſt Juſtice on their ſide, 
are oppreſſed and come by the worſt, ſo the other make 
advantage of their Miſery, and their Blood and Tears 
give the other Growth and Stature. It's poſſible, Be- , 
loved Hearers, you may remember times, when Men 
walked in Sheeps Cloathing, but within were Ravening 
Wolves, and while their Voice was exattly like Jacobs, 
their Hands continued: rough as  Eſau's ; when Men 
cryed, The Temple of the Lord,. and yet at the fame 
time Murthered thoſe that oppoled their Inſolencies, and 
talked of the good Caule,. while they meant nothing 
elſe by it, but enriching their own Purſes ; when Men 
pretended a thorough Reformation, and made their own 
Souls as black as Hell, and gave out that they fought for 
God, when it was only to maintain, what they had 
unjuſtly purchas'd ; when Men ſighed and groaned to 
get the Prey into their Net, and laboured much for a 
Spiritual Kingdom, to make a ſurer ſettlement of their 

Temporal Poſleſſions. Bp L 
When Men - under a ſhew of ſeeking a World to 
come, did what they could to enjoy this prefent, and 
left no Stone unturned to Eſtabliſh Religion, that there- _ 
by they might Eſtabliſh themſelves. the better in their 
Unrighteous. Acquiſts ; -when- Men to pull down 1do- 
tatry, as they called it, ſet up[Robbery and Sacriledge 
in the room of it, and inſtead of doing things better 
than they had been, exchanged only one Sin foranorther ; 
when Men calld that Zeal, which- was.in good earneſt 
nothing elſe, but inordinate Paſſion, and termed tha 
Charity, which was no more but. Kindneſs to their Bre- 
thren in Iniquity .; when Men —_ others Dumb Dogs, 
at 
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that. they might more ſecurely Bark at them, and.re- 
preſented \ther as lazy Droans, that they might carry 
the Honey, thoſe Bees. had made, to their own Haves ; 
when Men undertook to reſolve Caſes of Conſcience, 
while themſelves had ſeared their own, ang under a 
pretence of taking Scruples qut of ather Meas Breafts, 
telt none for the manſtrous Injuries they had been guilty 
of to their Neighbours ; when Men gave out, they 
pittied the Diviſions of the Church, while themſelves 
were the Cauſes that. began them, and talk*'d-of Warks 
of Mercy, while they ſhew'd none to thoſe they had 
turned out of their Livings; when they trampled an 
the Pride of Prelatcs with a greater of thetr own, and 
ran like mad from Babylos to be conſumed in the Fire of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. | 

So I have ſeen fome gavay Flowers arrayed more glo- 
rioully than Solomon, but when diſmantled, have been 
nothing but unſavoury and unprofitable Stalks ; ſo the 
deadly Night-fbade looks freſh and green, as other Plants, 
but carries Poiſon in its Bowels ; {© the Prince of Pre- 
cious Stones, the Diamond, by its Rayes, promiſes ſo 
many Springs of Light, but its Powder kills without 
Remedy ; ſo Gold and Silver dazle the Eye, yet are no 
Steams more odious or loathſom, than thofe which riſe 
from the Mines, they are digg'd out of ; ſo the Burrerfly 
is. ſtriped with ſeveral Paints, yet is no more but a 
{quallid Animal ; ſo the: G/ow-worm looks like a creep- 
ing Star, yet if you. behold it by day light, it is a 
very homely Creature.. 

Theſe are the true Emblemes of ſome- Mens Religion 
38 the World, and their partial Obedience in times of 
Diforder and Confuſion, tells the Confiderate part of 
Mankind, that what they profeſs is Varniſh not Subſtance, 
Glaſs not: Natural Chryſtal, Shadow not Reality; for how 
can 
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can that berrueReligion, whereIgiveto God the things 
which are Gods, and deny to Ceſar the thmgs which 
are Ce/ars? where I am conſcientious: to the Creator, 
and unjuſt and perfidions to the Creature ? where I 
ofter Sacrifice, and envy my-Brother in my heart? where 
I exprefs love tomy Maker, and yet do not-give alt their 
due, Cuttom- to whom Cuftom; Tribute to whom Tri- 
bute, Fear to whom Fear, and Honour to whom Ho- 
nour ; or in St. Perers Phraſe, Fear God, and do not 
Honour the King ? 

And thefe Sophiſtications God commonly diſcovers in 
Contulions, intending them as Sea-marks, to give warn= 
ing to the Ships that ſee them afar off, not tocome near 
thoſe Sands, leſt they ſplit their Veſſel, andloſe their 
Goods, which with great coft and labour they have 
purchaſed. Burt it's time wepreceed, and enquire, 

3. How Gods Providence appears in theſe Diſorders and 
Confuſtons, 
ont puts bounds and limits tothe rage of Men, that 
6auſe and enconrage thoſe Diforders. The proud: Senacha- 
»ib, Ef. 47. 24. talks big, he hadalready put Jeruſalem 
xaro Confternation, and. boaſted of greater miſchnets he 
intended ; -By the multitude of my Chariots, ſanth he, 
am I come up to the height of the Mountains, tothe fodes of 
Lebanon, and I will cut down the tall Cedars thereof, and 
the choice Fir-trees thereof, and I will enter into the height 
of his Border, «nd the For-ft of his Carmel. But he that 
fits in Heaven laughs at him, andthe great Jehovah de- 
rides the little talkins Inſet, aſſures the Prophet, that 
beyond ſucl a Field he ſhall nor ſtep, and as he faith, he 
doth; Bioanſe thy rage againſt me, and: thy tummt is come 
wp into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy noſe, 
and my bridle in thy lips, and I will tarn thee back by the 
way which thou cameſt. When Mixentius had filled _ 
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with Murthers, and the People feared not only greater 
Injuries to their Perſons, but a total Deſolation, - 

reat was the fury of the Monſter) the Almighty ſets 
_— to his brutiſh Courage, and ſends the great Con- 
ftantine to remove him, and with him the Yoak, he had 
laid on the trembling People. And thus hath God dealt 
with moſt Tyrants, who have thought to cruſh the 
World by their Power, when they have threatned Hea- 
ven it ſelf, and gone on ſecurely for a conſiderabletime, 
inſomuch that they have flattered themſelves, that all was 
their own, an Inviſible hand hath ſtopt their Progreſs, 
and allotted them their limits, H:itherto ſhalt thou come 
and no farther. 

And this hath been Gods method with the moſt Peſti- 
lent Hereticks, whoſe buſineſs it hath been to ruine the 
Church, and to render it, as the firſt Maſs, a wa wn 
or a thing without ſhape or Figure ; Not only Arrius 
himſelf was ſtopt from belching out Blaſphemies againſt 
the Son of God, by being ſtruck with a fatal Looſneſs 
before he could reach the Council, but his Hereſie too, 
when the World was afraid of its Inundation : for after 
ſuch a term of years, the true Religion flouriſhed again 
maugre all the oppoſition, from Conſtantius, Valens, and 
the Goths and Vandals. 

2. Sometimes God diſappoints ſuch Men in their higheſt 
hopes and expeitations. Benhadad ſends to King Ahab, 
to tell him, 1 Reg. 20. 3. Thy Sitver and thy Gold is mine, 
thy Wives alſo and thy Children, even the gooalieſt are 
mine, and accordingly diſpatches his Servants to take their 
choice of what they liked. Ahab gives the Meſſengers 
a reſolute denial, at which the Syr/az ſtorms and ſwears, 
V. 10. The Gods do ſo unto me, and more alſc, if the duſt 
of Samaria ſh! ſuffice for handfuls, for all the my that 


follow me ; Hereupon he marches with two and thirty 
Kings 
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Kings, his Vaſlals at his Heels, and hearing that ſome of 
the 1/raclites were come out againit him, he ſcorns to 
fight with them, but like a God, at whoſe nod People 
muſt either live or die, bids his men take them alive : 
Put behold how the Phantaſtick Kyng is diſappointedin 
his hopes, while he thought all Samaria would come out 
to him with Ropes and Halters abont their Necks to ac- 
knowledge his Sovereign Power of Life and Death, he 
and his valt Armies, which Klled.the Land, are not only 
chaſed and beaten, but himſelf is taken Priſaner, and 
torced to come crouching and cringing to the King of 
Iſrael. 

Selimus the Turk in the year of our Lord 1569. ſets 
out from Conſtantinople with 25000 Horſe, and 3000 fa- 
#1Zaries, and joins an Army of the Precopian T artars COn- 
fiſting of 80000 Horſe more, beſides a Navy at Sea of 150 
Gallies Manned, and provided of ſuitable Ammunition 
to Invade the Kingdom of Aſftracay ; he had already 
{wallowed the Empire in his hopes, diſtributed the various 
Provinces to. has Baſha's, and conſulted how to. govern 
the Kingdom, conquer'd already in Imaginaton. It's 
true, the Inhabitants of Aftracay were in great confuſion, 
but the. Mighty God, who ſets up one, and pulls down 
another, comes in, daſhes. all the ſwelling hopes of the 
haughty Ss/tan, and beyond expeQation, all that migh- 
ty Army pines and dwindles away in their march, ſome 
of them come as far as Azeph, and of that. vaſt Mul- 
titude 2000 only return to Corſtartinople. Vitiges the 
Goth belieges. Rome, makes ule of all the Stratagems, 
that his wiſeſt and cunningeſt Men can think of, and 
doubts not of ſucceſs, but, in-deſpight of all theſe con+ 
trivances, he is forced to retire, and acknowledge a 
Providence. The Spaniards in the famous year 1588. ſet. 
out their Invincible. Armada againſt England, fright the 
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Inhabitants of the Land with their Titles and Numbers, 
and promiſe themſelves a pertect Victory , but on a 
fuddain that vaſt Navy is ſcattered and torn, and only 
a few Ships return home to bring King _ the News, 
that the reſt were loſt, inſomuch that the Sparraras 
thought, that God was become a Lutherar. 

So unexpeCtedly doth God change the Scene of Afairs 
in ſuch Diſorders. The Amalckites plunder Z{lag, 
: $4. 3o. and then fit down and play, and praiſe 
their Gods for the Conqueſt, while David and his Men 
are almoſt diſtratted with fear and grief. Ona ſuddain, 
the Clouds clear up, God directsthem to the Camp, 
where the Enemy lay, ſecure of his Prey, The Foe 1s 
beaten, and David recovers all, v. 17, 18, 19. Theo- 
doſmrs provoked by Eageniaes the Tyrant, Encamps a- 
gainſt him ; The Enemies numbers and valour fright 
the Emperors Men, who look*'d upon themſelves, as loft ; 
But behold 7 heodoſars prays, and on a ſuddain a mighty 
Wind arifes, infomuch that the Enemy is forced to turn 
his back, and' yield. So in _Aarelizs his Army, when 
thoſe vaſt numbers-of Men were ready to die for thirit, 
the Chriſtian Legion calls upon God, and on a fuddain 
the Heavens brake forth in Lightning and Rain, the Tu- 
mults among the Souldiers are-ſtilled, and alldrink, and 
are refreſhed by Gods kindly Showers. 

2. Sometimes God works a mighty deliverance from ſuch 
Diſorders by-wery imconſiderable means. Whatmilery there 
was in Samaria in the time of that dire Famine, we read 
of, 2. Reg. 6. 25, 28, 29. any one may gueſs that hath 
felt the ſtraights of Hunger; that in one day there ſhould 
be- ſo great a change, that a Meaſure of Fine. Flower 
ſhould be ſold for a Shek/e, one of the Kings Servants 
thought to be a thing ſo impoſſible, that he ventured to 
fay, if God ſhould ram-down Corn from Heaven, it could 
not 
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not 'be, yet it happened ſo as the Prophet had ſaid; and 
the deliverance was efected by four 1ncanſfiderable Le- 
pers, who deſpairing of life, fled to the $y7/2x Camp, 
and found ſuch afluenceand plenty, that all Semarie was 
immedately relieved and ſtored with Proviſion ; Thus 
was the Roman Capital faved . Geele, and the. Roman 
Army chaſed by Po:ſoned Birds from the Parthian Walls; 
Thus the young Corvinms beat the. Ganls with the help 
ofa Raven ; And Immo Hewry the Emperors General was 
delivered from the: danger threarned him by Giſilbert of 
Loxrain, by Swarms of Bees let looje upon the. Enemy, 
which Stung both Horſe and Rider, and made them un- 
fit for Action ; Thus Fridlevo' the Danre's Army was- 
faved by a Dog ; And Hzinnibal got a lignal Vattory 
over Eumenes by the help of Serpents. | 

The more inconfiderable. the means are whereby de- 
liverances are effected, the morethey proclaim the Di- 
vine Power and Providence ; and when Gzdeox conquers 
a numberleſs Hoſt of the M:dienites with three hundred 
Men, it's a ſign, the Lord of Hoſts hath- a hand 1a it. 
That Sampſoz (mites a thouſand Philiſtizes with the Jaw- 
bone of an Aſs, ſhews that God governed his Arm-; and 
when Jonathan and his Armour-bearer make the Philie 


ftines flee, it's an Argument, that the Lord reigned in 


the midſt of the frights and fears, which poſſeſſed the 
cowardly 1/raelites, It Men believe it not, it 1s beeaule - 
they do not conſider the weakneſs of the Inſtruments ups. - 
on ſuck occaſions, and the only thing that makes chem : 
Infidels, is, becauſe they conclude not- from the contem- 
ptibleneſs of the means, that there muſt be a higher 
Power, which gives them Strength and Vertue. 

. 4. Sometimes God cauſes Diviſions and Diſſentions to 
ariſe among the Prevailing Party, that were the cauſe of = 
Dſorders, that they may fall into great Diſaſters and Mif- 


fortunes. 


32 Gods Providence in the midſt of Confuſions. 
fortunes, Abimelech, Judg. 9. ſets upon his Brethren, 
threeſcore and ten Perſons, Murthers them all, and fills 
the City of Shechem with Confuſion ; Things go on 
.merrily, and he fears noevil, but when he had Reigned, 
faith the Sacred Writer, v. 23. Three years over 1/rae/, 
God ſent an Evil Spirit between Abimelech and the men of 
Shechem, and the Men of Shechem dealt treacheroully 
with Ab:melech, which proved both his and their undo- 
ing, v. 40. 54. As great as their Friendſhip was before, 
God doth but pull out a Pin, that held them together, 
and the whole Frame breaks in pieces, and while the 
{ee no Foreign Power to revenge their former wickednels, 
themſelves are made the Inſtruments to do it. God in 
this caſe made uſe of the Law of Retaliation, and the 
Judgment that came upon them was ſuitable to their Sin. 
Ephraims Righteouſneſs, Hoſ. 6. 4. is as the Mcrning 
Cloud, and as the early Dew it paſſes away, Therefore 
themſelves ſhall be as a Morning Cloud, and as the early 
Dew they ſhall paſs away, Ho? I}. 3. ſo theſe Men had 
ſown Diviſions, and Diſſentions among the People, at 
laſt their Sin becomes their Puniſhment, and that which 
before had been their delight and pleaſure, proves in the 
end their Yoak and Burthen ; They divide themſelves, 
and areloſt. 

This was the caſe of the Arcadians, Troezenians, and 
Theſſalonians of old, and hath been re-aCted in our days ; 
for though ſuch Jealouſfies and Diſlentions ſcem to come 
by chance, yet there is nothing more certain, than that - 
God thereby viſits the Sins of thoſe, that have been the 
cauſes of Publick Diſorders and Conftuſions ; and when 
thoſe, who have aſſiſted them in their attempts, begin 
co ſuſpect either their Fidelity or Honeſty, and there- 
upon plot, how to remove the Muſhrooms, they have 
raiſed, its Providence diſpoſes their hearts to it ; not 
that 
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that he, who is of Purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, 
prompts them. to Sin, but juſtly ſends blindneſs on their 
Minds, whereby their Eyes become dim to their -In- 
tereſt, and they tempted to undermine their own Foun- 
dations. T 

s. Sometimes God. ſo orders it, that the. Authors of ſuch 
Confuſions ſhall hearken. to ill Counſel, whereby they may 
be ruined, Ahab by the Prophets Teſtimony, was-a Per- 
ſon, that ſignally troubled 1/rael, x Kznes 18. 18. But 
behold how Providence deals with him. A fancy takes 
him,. that he muſt needs go up, and Retake Ramoth Gia 
lead out of the hands of the Syrians ; yet before he ad- 
ventures upon the Enterprize, he conſults both with 
his Confederates and ſuch Prophets as he had, whether 
the Expedition were ſafe or no. All but Micah adviſe 
him to.it, and to this Adviſe he hearkens ; but ſee, how 
Providence laid the Scene. I ſaw the Lord, faith Micah, 
1 Kings 22. 19, 20, 21, 22. 1 ſaw the Lord ſitting on his 
Throne, and all the Hoſt of Heaven ſtanding by him, on 
his right hand axd on his left , and the Lord ſaid, Who 
ſhall perfmats Ahab, that he may go up, and fall at Ramoth 
Gilead ? and one ſaid on this manner, and ancther ſaid 
on that manner, and there came forth 'a Spirit, and ſtood 
before the Lord, 'and ſaid, TI will perſuade him; And the 
Lord ſaid unto him, Wherewith? And he ſaid, I will go 
forth, and I will be a lying Spirit in the month of all his 
Prophets ;, ayd he ſaid, thou ſhalt perſuade him, and pre» 
vail alſo, go forth and do [0 ; And! ſo it came to paſs, he 
was perſwaded, went, and was Shot, and Died. 

And though at this day, we ſee no ſuch Viſions as 
Micah did, yet we may juſtly imagine, when we ſee 
the {ame events, that they are compalled and efteCted the 
lame way, 7.'e. by Gods permitting ſome Eyil Spirit to 
put il Counſel into the Heads of thoſe, with whom ſuch 
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Firebrands Adviſe, that acting according tothoſe Coun- 
ſels, they may come to that woful End, which their 
Crimes and Follies do deſerve. Were our Eyes quick 
enough to behold the Tranfattions and Conſultations 
in the Kingdom of Spirits above us ; could we pry into 
their Secrets, Order, Proceedings, and Management of 
this lower World, we ſhould be able to reſolve a thou. 
ſand Phenomena, and myſteries of Events, which now 
ſeem ſtrange and uncouth to our darker underſtandings ; 
for on- the Molehills of this World , where myriads 
of little Ants do run, thoſe Spirits exerciſe their power, 
and that which we call Accidental, hath been, and is 
contrived by their deliberate Reſolutions. 

Thus we may ſuppoſe they atted, when Rehoboam fol. 
tow*d the Counſel of his Young Men, and rejected the 
grave Advice of his Elder Senators ; the very cauſe of 

is ſucceeding danger. 'Thus they blinded the Carians of 
old, who rebelling againſt Dariss, fet up for themſelves, 
but by negleCting the excellent Counſel of Pzxodorw, 
were Conquer'd by the Perſians ; Thus they deceiv'd the 
tumultuous Athenians, who following. the dangerous 
Advice of Ariſtagoras, drew the fury of Darius upon them, 
and laid the Foundation of their Ruine. Thus they cou- 
zen'd that unwary and Seditious: People, in their Con- 
flicts with the Lac:demonians, while they obliged them to 
hearken to C/eophox, whoencouraged them to a vigorons 
proſecution of the War, of which they repented, when 
It was toolate; for they loſt not only all their power and 
greatneſs, but became ſubjett to domineering Tyrants, 
and loſt all their eaſe, and conveniencies too. Thus the 
Seditious Zedekiah was ſerved by them : Advifed by Fe- 
remiah the Prophet to yield himſelf to theChaldean Mo- 
arch, and expect his Mercy ; hedeſperately hearkens to 


the turbulent Counſels of Men as vicious as one - = 
a 


SHIP! 
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ſtand out againſt the Babylonian Army, which proved his 
overthrow, and theutter deſtrudtion of Jerlahes 

But ſtill thoſe Evil Spirits, as they are Gods Executi0- 
ners, ſo they all muſt attend his Command and Order, and 


they cannot thus impoſe on Sinners here on Earth, till the 


Almighty gives them aWarrant for to doſo: And he may 
do it, as he is the Judge of Heaven and Earth, and it's 
juſt he ſhould do ſo; to laſh the Inſolencies of Men, that 
would confound Kingdoms or Societies. 

6. Sometimes he ſends upon Men, who are the 
Cauſes of ſuch Diſorders, a Worm to gnaw their Breaſts, 
even 4 tormenting Conſcience. Such a turbulent Spirit 
was Paſhur the Son of Immer the Prieſt, inthe time of Zee 
ackiah, a Man who ſet both the King and Nobles againſt 
the Prophet Jeremiah, whereupon God threatens him, 
to make him a terrour to himſelf, which withoutall pe- 
radventure came to pals, when Nebuchadnrezzar took the 
City, Jer. 20. 4. So that when no viſible Judgment ap- 
parsin ſuch Men, there is an Enemy many times with- 
in them, which frightsthem worſe than all External Vio- 
lence. Cain, who was the firſt that brought Diſorder 
into the World, behold, how after his Brothers Murther 
his Conſcience haunts/him ! Though there were no Peo- 
ple in the World, but his neareſt Relations, yet he fancies 
every place he goes to, full of Men and Enemies, and. is 
afraid they'l kill him. T7ber:is, who ſcarce let a day 
paſs without ſome Villany, and ſeemed tobe born to the 
Confuſion of the Romazx State, cries out, whenno-Man 
purſues him, trembles, when no Enemy is near him, and 
teels terrours within , while without, all ſeems to be 
calm and quiet. | 

Nero kills his Mother Ag r:ppina, ſets Rome on Fire, Pex- 
{ecutes the Chriſtians, but what ails him ? Inthe midſt of 
tus Guards he 1s frizhted, fancies he ſees dreadful ſha 
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before him, feels Arrows in his Breaſt, while his Flat- 
terers fawn upon him. Coxſtans the Grecian Emperour, 
diſpatches his Brother 7heodoſires, ſoon after he cannor 
ſleep ; Whats the reaſon, was it Sickneſs? Was it a 
fit of the Gout, or Stone, or Cofkick that troubled him ? 
No, ſomething withm opens his Eyes, and ſhews him 
his. Brothers Ghoſt, coming towards him with a Cup of 
Blood, and faying to him, Drink inhamane Brother ; 
It. was his wicked Conſcience. Z7heodorick King of the 
Goths uſes Symmachizs very barbarouſly, and falls Sick 
upon it ; Was it any diſorder of the Blood ? Was it a 
Surfeit ?: Was it a Feyer- that diſcompoſed him? No; 
he ſees a Fiſh opened, and ſees Symmaichy; his Head 1n it, 
and having ſeen it, cannot put the ſtrange ſight out of his. 
mind:; his Conſcience rotled and worked within, and 
drew the diſmal PiCture before his Eyes, and-in ſuch 
frightful colours, that in Torments of Mind he dies. 
Thus it happened -to Rndol/phns, that engaged in Hil 
aebrands Faction againſt his Maſter Hepry the 4th. Empes. 
ronr ; "11s Conſcience tore him within, and the remem- 
brance, how he had {worn an Oath of Allegiance to his 
Prince, and perfidiouſly broke it, lay upon his Spirits, 
and Rackthim, and in that Rack his polluted Soulexpires. 
Richard the Third, who for ſome years had put Enz/and 
into Combuftion, the Night before Boſworrh-Fie/d, 1n his 
Sleep fees all the Devils in Hell about his ears, ready to 
tear his curſed Soul away. Thoſe Devils were the re- 
AeCtions of his Conſcience, foreboding the Flames that 
waited for him in the black Kingdom of Infernal Furies ; 
And if Hiftory and Fame doth not belie the hte. Uſurper, 
for all his borrow'd Glories he ſlept but uneaſie, nd as 
Toft as his Pillows were, ſomething harder than Lead 
or Iron lay upon his Heart, which made him ſtart in his 
Sleep, and betray an unruly Gueſt within, -upon other 
cccafions. | T his 
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This way God lets even the wickedeſt of Mankind 
know, not only that there is a living Juſtice,i but thar 
they do but get litrle by all their deſperate Enterprizes ; 
This way he makes them fee, that there is no place 16 
private, but he is preſent there, and that there is no 
deſign 1o intricate,. but it's naked and open before him; 
This way they muſt come to know, that the darkneſs 
doth not h:de from him, and that though no Creatures 
can reach them with their Eyes, they cannot ablcond 
from the All-ſeeingz one of the great Creator. 

7. Such Diſorders, God zot only deſizas , but manages 
for his Peoples good ;, for theirs is the promiſe, that all things 
ſhall work together for their advautage, Rom. $8. 28. S0 
great a lover is God of Holy Men, that though I will not 
ſay with the Jews, that for their {akes he Created the 
World, yet certainly for their ſakes he preſerves it, as 
much as he would tor their ſakes have ſpared Sodom and 


| Gomorrah, had any tolerable number of them been found 


in thoſe corrupted: places.; Nay, more than that, for 
their ſakes he not only ſuffers Publick Duordersto arile, 
but when they ariſe, ſo dire&ts and over-rules them, 
that they ſhall receiveno ſmall advantage by them. Do 
Men ces Grapes of Thorns, you will ſay, or Figs of 
Thiſtles ? Can a Fountain at the ſame place ſend torth 
both bitter and {ſweet Water ? Yes, here. this ſeeming 
contradiCticn is true ; and as great as the milchiefs are, 
that iſſue from {uch Confuſions, the good God?s Servants 
reap by them, is as rernarkable ; In Proſperity theirPrayers 
are apt to ſlacken ; In ſuch Diſorders, their Aſpirations 
become loud and vehement, and whereas before a-cloud 
of dulneſs and lazineſs hung upon their Spirits, aow it's 
ſhaken off with {corn and indignation ;. Eaſe and Plenty 
made their Piety lukewarm; Diſorders give them Fire, 
and Tumults make. them look more_carefully to _ 

ouls. 
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Souls. Their hatred of Sin before was ſincere, may be, 
bur ſuch. Confuſions make them Zealous ; Theſe make 
their Faith more lively, their Hope more vigorous, and 
their Love more fervent ; theſe whet their charity and 
confidence, and when the Storms are gone, make them 
not only relliſh their deliverance better, but engage 
them to greater gratitude. 
But this is not all ; As Godlineſs hath the promiſe of 
this preſent Life, as well as that of a future, ſo the 
ood that ariſes to Gods People from ſuch Diſorders, 
athreſpeCt to their Temporal telicity too ; for this way 
a laſting Foundation many times is laid for their future 
Tranquility, and as Trees ſhaken with the Wind, take 
the deeper Root, ſo theſe Diſorders make way for a fir- 
mer ſettlement of their outward Peaceand Plenty. By 
the troubles which happened to the 1/raelites in Agypr, 
they are fitted for a quiet ſettlement in the Land of Ca- 
naar, the Land that flow'd with Milk and Honey ; and 
whereas their Captivity laſted but 4oo, their poſſeſſion 
of that promiſed Land continued at leaſt 800 years. Thus 
the firſt Perſecutions of the Chriſtian Church under Hea- 
then Emperors made way for their free enjoyment of the 
Comforts of this Life, after the Empire began to be Chri- 
ftian, and though it wasnow and then interrupted partly 
by the Arriazs, and partly by Jlian the Apoſtate, yet it 
fettled again after a little while, upon its tormer Baſis, 
and hath continued, at leaft in the Weſt, unto this day ; 
And what we ſay of the Univerſal, is true alſo of parti- 
cular Churches, whoſe Tranquillity by ſuch Diſorders 
comes to be more durable, as were aneafie matter to 1n- 
ſtance in the Reformed Exropea Churches, when they 
had for ſome time ſtruggled under the Seditzons and Tu- 
mults raiſed by the Roman Church ; and though I'donor 
take all thoſe, who are Members of a Fom—_ Re. 
ormed 
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formed and viſible Church to be Gols true Servants, yet 
even they who are {incere, ſhare in the Tranquility, Peace 


| and Plenty, and Temporal Proſperity of the Church 


they are of, and conſequently the Diſorders which are 
ſuffered to ariſe, may reaſonably be {aid to promote the 
durablenels, even of their particular Proſperity. 

Having thusaſlerted the Order, Regularity, and watch- 
fulneſs of Gods Providence in the midſt of Diſorders.and 
Confuſions, it will not be proper todiſmiſs this Subject 
without ſome practical inferences ; ; 

i. The Lora reigneth ; Let all Sinners tremble ; Be a- 
fraid ye workers of Iniquity, there is a King above, who 
as patient as he is, will make you know erelong he hath a 
Trumpet of War, as well as a Sccpter of Love. Good 
God ! How little do Ven regard thy Power and Reveng- 
ing Arm ! It they can but ſave themſelves from the 
wrath of Men, and the laſhes of the Law, how little are 


- they concern'd at thy Indignation ! Thou haft Magazines 


of Vengeance, Store-houſes of Curſes, and canſt undo a 
thouſand ways ; Thou. haſt Waters to drown, Fire and 
Brimſton to conſume, Arrows to wound, Peſtilence and: 
Famine move by thy direction, nay, thou canſt deſtroy 
both. Soul and Body into Hell ; Thou haſt threatned de- 
folation, and howling and gnaſhing of Teeth, ourward 
darkneſs, and what 1s more, Fire, that is not quench'd,. 
to Men that chuſe rather to gratifie their ſinful humours, 
than obey thy Laws.; Yet they look not pale upon it, 
their colour changes not, they find noalterationin their. 
diſpoſitions, thy terrours fright them not, thy anger 
moves them not ; how ſecurely do they laugh and quaff, 
and ſing fear and care away ! | 
How Merry notwithſtanding all this, is the Drunkard- 
over his Cups !! How unconcerned doth the Fornicator. 
and Adulterer lie in the Embraces of his Harlot ! How 


chearfully doth theCovetous hug hisBags; and how _ 
oth. 
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doth the Swearer ſend up his fearful Oaths to Heaven ! 
How undi{turbed doth rhe Oppreſfour, Extortioner, and 
Murtherer ſleep ! and all becaule they think thou art Pa- * 
tient and Verciful': Thy Mercy makes them wanton, 
and thy Patience cauſes Sin' to live in their Souls ; Thy 
Goodnel; tempts them to be fooliſh, and thy Compaſſion 
prompts ther to affront thy Glory ; Thy Kindneſs proves 
their Bane, and the Meat thou giveft them, encreaſes their 
Corruption ; Thy Oyl they turn into Poiſon, and thy 
Cornand W ine feeds them into contempt of thy Majeſty ; 
The eaſe thou giveſt them, they make uſe of to fight a- 
gainſt thy Laws, and the plenty, they enjoy by thy Pro- 
vidence, gives them courage to make War with that 
Heaven, trom whence that plenty flows. 

onſtrous Abuſe ! . Strange Stupidity! When ever 
Gods Indignation breaks forth, how violent will the 
Torrent be ? Deluded Men !' what pains doyou take to 
freafure up Wrath urito your ſelves ! Were there but the 
leaſt fpark of ingenuity in you, how durſt you make In- 
finite goodneſs the ObjeCt of your ſcorn ! How could you 
find in your hearts, to declare your ſelves Rebels and Ene- 
mies to your greateſt BenefaCtor ! Shall Goodneſs harden 
you, or PFience make your Breafts impenetrable ! Shall 
Bowels of Mercy make you hard as Rocks, aud Compaſl- 
lion be the Opiate to lull you aſleep in your tollies! It 
your Children ſerved you fo, what plagues would you 
think too big for them ! Or, if your Servants ſhould re- 
compence your kindneffes thus, would not you hate the 
very ſight of their Perſons! And muft God put up aftronts 
which you will not! Muſt he becontented under ſcorns 
and abuſes, which you will not bear ! Can fuchingrati- 
tude be pleaſing to him, which is ſoodious to. you ! Whar 
conceptions do you entertain of Cod, that you deal with 
him thus ! If you helieve him tobe jealous of his Glory, 
Will not he vindicate theſe Injuries ? 'See how loath he is 
£0 
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to puniſh youu, and will you force him to it ! See. how 
flowly he proceeds to Vengeance, and will you haſten 
him ! See how he waits for your Repentance, and will 
you make him deſpair of it ! He is Patient, becauſe he 
would have you prevent the blow, and will you pull ir 


down on your heads ! He delays his anger, becauſe he 
would have you kils the Son, and will you till fight a- 
gainlt him, that you may periſh in good earneſt ! By 


your treſpaſſing upon his Patience, you aggravate your 
guilt, and muſt neceſſarily aggravate your Condemnation 
too ; you make Mercy a Witnels againſt you, and Gods 
goodneſs your Acculer, and are theſe Arguments to be 
Anſwered ! I mean, the Arguments, that the Mercy and 
Patience of God will alledge againſt you 1n the laſt day ; 
If you allow God but the a Wiſdom of a great 
Man, you muſt needs think, that his Mercies abuſed thus, 
will prove your Ruine. Doth not every Wiſe-Man, if 
he have entruſted his Steward with an Eſtate, demand of 
him, how he hath employ*'d it, and will not you allow 
God ſo much Wiſdom, as to be concern'd about the Ta- 
lents, he hath entruſted you withall ? His Mercy and Pa- 


'tience are thoſe Talents, he gave you toimprove into ſe- 


riouſneſs, and hatred of Sin, and reſiſtance of Tempta- 
tions, will you bury them under ground, or lay them up 
in a Napkin, or what is more, miſuſe them todiſhonour 
the Omnipotent: God, and his Liw, and expect an 
Enge ? Will you turn lis Grace into wantonnels, and 
believe, you ſhall be applauded atlaft,- with a well doze 
2004 and faithful Servant ? Have not yourecad of the un- 
profitable Servant, that was deliver'd to the Tormentors, 
till he ſhould pay what he ow'd; and is not this your 
caſe, that make light of Gods anger, becaufe he doth 
not power it out'upon you, fo ſoon, as your Sins deferve 
it ? Therefore art thou in-xcuſable, O Man, whoſoever thou 
art, who deſpiſeſt the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, 
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and long-ſuffering, not knowing, that the goodneſs of God 
leads thee to Repentance, Rom. 2. 1, 5. 

2. The Lord reigneth , Let's admire the Wiſdom of 
God, who can draw light out of darkneſs, and whotfom 
Medicines from the rankefſt Poiſon ; The brutifſh Man 
knows it not, neither doth a Fool underftand this, and 
hence come the raſh cenſures of Gods attions ; A Man 
who is no careleſs obſerver of things, will find very 
ſtrange and uncouth paſſages, and diſpenſations in this 
World, which poſſibly he cannot reconcile to the prin- 
Ciples of that Reaſon, God hath given him ; yer may he 
beconfident, that as abſurd as fome Diſpenſations ſeem to 
him, they are carried on with fingular Wiſdom and Pro- 
vidence, by the Supream mover of all, it being impoſſi- 
ble, but the All-Wiſe God, who fees and knows, and 
takes care of all, muſt a&, and ſuffer things to be atted 
upon very weighty and prudential Motives ; and I que- 
ſtion not, but {ſhould God be ſo kind, asto give us a Key 
to open the Cabinet of ſome of his Myſterious Provi- 
dences, I mean, communicate his Reaſons to us, why he 
diſpoſes and martials things in that order, methed, and 
manner we ſee he doth, we ſhould be forced with the 
Apoſtle to cry out, 4 &49&, O the depth of the Riches, 
both of the Mercy and Wiſdom FA God ! 

That the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be beſtow'd on the Uncir- 
circumciſed Gentiles, was a thing which to the Fews 
ſeemed not only impoſſible, but 1n a manner Impicus 
to believe, it having been a Maxim with them from 
immemorial times, That the Divine Preſence reſts on none, 
but an 1ſraclite, yet when they ſaw the thing effteQtually 
done, and underſtood the Reaſons, they could not but 
break forth into admiration of the infinite Wiſdom of 
God, and praiſe and magnifie him whoſe Underſtanding 
1s Infinite, and whoſe Wiſdom cannot by ſearching be 


found out. 
It's 
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It's a very ſtrange Diſpenſation, that the greateſt part 
of the World ſhould continue Heatheniſh and Idolatrous, 
and the Mahometans exceed the Chriſtians in number by 
three parts at leaſt, yet he that ſhall conſider ſerioully, 
how Chriſtians are ſunk, as to the holineſs of their 
Lives, and how unfit by reaſon of that decay they are 
tor propagating that Holy Religion, they proteſs ; how 
careleſs and negligent Chr:ftian Princes are grown, as to 
the enlarging of Chrifts Kingdom, and thoſe that have 
made ſome attempts that way, have gone about it with 
ſiniſter deſigns ; how others had rather ſpend their time 
at home in picking and feeding Quarrels in the Church, 
than advance the Unity of the Faith abroad ; and how 
the generality of Chriſtians have learn'd to mind the 
World more than Heaven, and are become lovers of 
Pleaſures, more than lovers of God : and the Religion 
that is lefr among them, is either mixt with Idolatry or 
groſs Superſtitions, or ſome other notorious Abules, and 
is become a Carnal, rather than a Spiritual Worſhip, 
and a Formal rather than a Rational Service ; and how 
many of the Heathens and Mahomet aus exceed Chriſtians 
in Vertue and Morality, and how that Charity, Love, 
and Peace, which was once the great Character of 
Chriſts Diſciples, is baniſhed, and the Seamleſs Coat of 
Chriſt torn 1n a thouſand pieces, and thoſe Diſſentions 
cheriſh'd, maintained, encouraged, and how Religion 
is become a meer Politick thing ; I ſay, he that ſhall 
conſider all this, will not wonder ſomuch, that there are 
no more Chriſ#ians in the World, as admire, there are ſo 
many, and that the greateſt part of them are not con- 
fumed or led into Captivity, when they abuſe, and fo 
groily abuſe the beſt, the nobleſt, and the moſt excel- 
tent Religion, and reproach and diſhonour that God, 
who fent his Son into the World to Reveal it, thinking, 


Surely, they will reverence my Son. 
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It was Self-denial, contempt of the World, and in- 
vincible Patienge under Injuries, Stupendous Charity, 
and very great ſtriftneſs of Life, that firſt ſpread the Chr:i- 
ſtian Religion; and the Apoſtles having ſhewn us the way, 
we ſhould have trod in their ſteps, and if we had, we 
ſhould without all peradventure have had the ſame ſuc- 
cels ; for Ged works by Means, and thoſe having been 
the Means in the beginning of Chriſtianity, they may 
juſtly be ſuppoſed to be the pany Means at this day, 
and where thoſe areneglected, it's part of V Viſdom to 
puniſh Men for their wilful neglect of thoſe Means, by 
fuffering Heatheniſm and Mahometaniſm, not only to 
continue unmoleſted, but to grow and advance every 
day more and more, to the weakening of the Chriſtian 
Intereſt ; for no wounds provoke ſo much as thoſe which 
are given God in the Houſe of his Friexds, as we ſee by 
Gods proceedings with the: Jews, both. in their firſt and. 
fd Captivity. | 

So that notwithſtanding this ſeeming inequality of: 
Providence, Gods Y Viſdom continues unſpotted, and 
we havereafon to giveit the higheſt Encomiums and Ce-. 
tebrations. | | 

3}. The Lord reioneth ; Let's not deſpair, wheneither: 
Publick or Private Calamities fall upon us. God is our- 
Refuge, a preſent help in the time of trouble, therefore 
will we. not. fear, though the Earth be moved, and 
though the Mountains be carried into the mid{t of the 
Sea, though the V Vaters thereof roar, and be troubled, 
though the Mountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof, 
P/. 46. 1. with this Pſalm, Pachomins is ſaid tohave chaſed 
away a Legion of Devils from his Cell, and I fee no 
reaſon, but it may ſerve to ſupport the Soul in the great- 
eft dangers: However things go, God is ſtill good-ta 
1{rael, to them: that are of a clean heart; what ever Tu- 
mults ariſe, Go tell the Righteows, ſaith God,. it ſhall be 

| well 
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well with him. What comfort muſt this be to a ſerious 
Chriitian ! though every thing goes contrary to his: 
wiſhes and expectations, yet he may be contident, that. 
from thoſe contrarieties of Providence his Soul ſhall be: 
refrc{]}'d.. The Prophet ' therefore had reaton to cry, 
E/. 50. 10. Who is amone ous that ferreth the Lord, that 
obeyeth the voice of bus Servant that walks in darkneſs, and 
hath no light, :t him truſt im the name of the Lord, and 
ſtay apon his God, 

From ſuch a chearful Confidence-we may promiſ&ur 
ſelves great matters, for God looks upon himſelf as con- 
ccrned to reward our extraordinary Faith with an extra- 
ordinary Providence, as we fee 1n the poor V Vidow of 
Sarepta ; who had the courage to give the remainder of 
the Meal and Oyl ſhe had, to the man of God, and was 
therefore miraculouſly ſupphed in the: time of Famine. 
Chriſt could do'no mighty works in is awn Countrey, 
hecauſe of the Peoples unbeliet,. Mark 6. 5, 6. it's our 
difidence in the time of danger, that makes God ſtay 
lis hand, and our unbelief keeps the former andlatter 
rain of his favour from us. To truſt. God, when the 
Figg-Tree doth not bloſſom, and to rely upon Its good- - 
neſs, when the labour of the Olive doth fail, -is the way 
toſee Miracles, and a preparative for the richeſt Mercies. 

Let come, what will come. upon. us, nothing can 
come, but by the order and Providence of God, infinitely 
Cood, and infinitely VViſe ; And what 1s there, that can 
come amils, if it come fronr theſe two Fountains ? It 
Infinite Goodneſs ſends that, which the V Vorld calls Mi- 
{ery upon me, molt certainly there can be no hurt 1n it ; 
an! if Infinite VViſdom ſends it, moſt certainly, it nwſt 
be beſt for me, for if Infinite VViſdom thinks. it ſo, m 
thallow Underſtanding hath reaſon to ſubmit to its mo 
folid Judgment : God denies me what I would have, 


tecauſe he would fain give me, what I ſhould _ 
| Taat 


65 Gods Providence in the midſt of Confuſtons. 


That which he takes away, may be I do not want, and 
that Grace, I ſtand in need of, may be I cannot have, 
without the other be taken away. A Temporal Bleſſing 
ſometimes ſtands in-the way ot a Spiritual one, and if 
the lefſer be taken away to make room for the grea- 
ter, it's no more, but what mine own V Viſdom would 
approve of in more trivial concerns. God would have 
me follow him, not for the Loaves, but for the M:racles 
of his Love, and if to make me enamoured with him, 
he ſees it neceſſary to take away the Loaves, it's no more 
than whar a VViſe Phyſician doth to a Patient, from 
whoſe Lips he takes away the pleaſant Draught, to make 
way for a more wholſom Potion. 

he Lord reigneth : Rejoyce Chriſtian ; Let 1/rael 
rejoyce in him that made him, and let the Children of 
Zzon be joyful in their King : Fear not thou Worm Facos, 
when affiiftion, when trouble, when anguiſh comes, 
when the V Vaves and Billows of the V Vaters of Mara/ 
riſz. Thy God reigneth, thy King watches over thee, 
the All-ſufficient God is thy refuge, and thy hiding place. 
Surely he fhall deliver thee from the Snare of the Fowler, 
and from the noifom Peitilence : He ſhall cover thee 
with his Feathers, an4 under his Wings ſhalt thou truſt, 
tis Truth ſhall be thy Shield and Buckler ; Thou ſhalt 
not be afraid for the Terrour by Night, nor for the Ar- 
row that flieth by Day, nor for the Peſtilence that walks 
in Darkneſs, nor for the DeſtruCtion that waſteth at 
Noon-day ; a thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten 
= q_ at thy Right hand, bat it ſhall not come nigh 

ee. 

Nothing can hurt a good Chriſtian, for whom 3s re- 
ſerved the Crown Righteouſneſs in Heaven ; Men may 
prejudice his Body, but they cannot hart his Soul ; They 
may fob him of his Goods, but they cannot take away 
his Graces ; They may impriſon kim, bur they _ 
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keep God out of his Heart ; They may beat him, but 
they cannot ruine him ; They may make this World 
bitter to him, but they cannot hinder him from feeding 
on the ſweet Promiſes of the Goſpel. God is thy Shep- 
herd, Chrit ;an, therefore thou ſhalt not want. He will 
anoint thy Heayd with Oyl, and ſpread a Table for thee 
in the madit of thy Enemies, nay, thy Cup ſhall run 
over Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow thee all the 
days of thy life, and thou ſhalt dwell at laft in the Houſe 
of God for ever, even in that Houſe,made without hands, 
Eternafin the Heavens. | 

4. The Lord reigneth : Let's chearfully fubmit there- 
fore to his Government ; Shall we pretend to be his ub- 
jects, and not be Ruled by him ? Shall we call him our 
King, and follow our own Imaginations ? Shall he only 
have the name of our Ruler, while we are reſolved to 
be guided by the Fleſh, and by the World ? This were 
to call him King 1n jeſt, as the Jews did our Saviour, 
and to bow the Knee before him, while we buffec him, 
or run our Sword into his Bowels. Kings on Earth, 
though they can give Protection ro their Subjetts, yer 
they cannot give them being, nor keep their Souls in 
life, nor protect them from outward and inward troubles. 
God who is your King, not only can do all this, but aftu- 
ally doth it, and conſequently the Motives to be ruled 
and governed by him, are far greater. Lwill not launch 
out here into the vaſt Sea of his Mercies, whar he bath 
done for our Souls and Bodies, how he hath been with 
us, when we have gone through the Waters, and with 
us, when we have paſſed through the Fire, how he hath 
loved us in Chrift Feſws, and what pains he takes with 
our Immortal Souls, to make them happy ; What a 
bountiful, what a charitable, what a condeſcending 
Prince he hath been to us upon all occafions ; what be- 
nefits we reap by his Government, and how every mo» 
ment 
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ment he giyes us inſtances of his kindneſs. It'senough to 
put you in mind, that you acknowledge him to be your 
King , and that word imports obedience to his Laws, 
elſe ; is either no King to you, or you are Rebels and 
Apoltates. | 

But while I ex!ort you to be Ruled and Governed by 
him, I muſt not forget, to tell you the fncaſures, you 
are to obſerve in your Submiſſion to his Government, 
and they are theſe Cllowing ; 

I. Zake heed of thinking , that you pleaſe the great 
King of Heaven, by diſobeying your Ring bere on Earth 
in things lawful, and rot contrary to the Word of God. 
It's impoſſible you can believe the truth of the Thir- 
teenth Chapter of St. Pauls Epiſtle to the Romans, and 
think ſo. Obeying God, and being ſubjeCt to the higher 
Powers, are not contrary, but ſubordinate Duties. To 
think you are Saints, whe you have courage to control 
the Orders of your Superiors, is a ſign of a graceleſs 
heart ; and to fancy, it's Religion, to laugh at what the 
Supream Magiſtrate Commands, 1s to exclude your 
ſelves from the Kingdom of Heaven. Such Dzv:zz;y 
was never heard of in the World, till Vice and Hypo- 
crifie had debaucht it, and had iuch Dottrines been 
broacht in the Primitive Church, they would have 
called them Rebellion and Hereſie. The Primitive Saints 
never contradicted the Laws of their Supertiors , but 
where God gave an expreſs Command to the contrary, 
and they look*t upor't as pride and peeviſhneſ; to ſhew 
diſreſpctt to that Qrder of Men,which God intenled as his 
Vice-gerents. It was not the wickedneſs of their Prince, 
made them neglect their Duty to his Perſon, nor-could 
the Injuries he did them, tempt them to forget their 
Obedience. They remembred, what Authority there 
was in the Country they lived in, 1t was of God, and 
| becauſe it was ſo, thought themſelves obliged tobe ſub- 
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ject, not ſo much for Terrour, as for Conſcience ſake. 
That Dominion i founded in Grace, was a Principle, the 
Apoſtles had never taught them, and they juſtly found 
fault with thoſe that tore the Orders of the Magittrate, 
which were given for their Perſecution and Baniſhmear ; 
where they could not comply, they ſuffered, and thought 
it a greater piece of Devotion, to be Patient under At- 
fronts and Oppolitions, than to be their own Carvers, 
by repelling Force by Violence. Chriſt had taught them 
not to reſilt Evil, and they Rationally believed, they 


- were no Chriſtians, except they did whatſoever he did 


Command them. 

The Wiſdom which is from above, 1s without Par- 
tiality, and he that aſſents to what God faith, in one 
thing, but not in another, ſhews, that the love of the 
Father is not in him. Where the Conſcience ſuſpects 
the Magiſtrates Command, as unlawtul, it muſt ſuffer 
it ſelf to be informed, not only by perſons that ſerve an 
Intereſt, but Impartial Men ; and care mult be taken, 
that what we call Conſcience, is not unwillingneſs to 
croſs our Pride or Humour. Conſcience 1s too often 
pretended, when we have-hardened our ſelves into Pre- 
judice, and therefore the beſt Rule to go by, in ſuch 
caſes, 1s to lay by Intereſt, and hearken to the clear di- 
Ctates of unbyaſſed Reaſon. When the Magiſtrate 
Commands a thing that's doubtful, it's ſafer to keep 
our ſelves to a known Duty, which is ſubmiſſion to their 
Orders, than to be obſtinate in ar uncertain concluſion ; 
and that Chriſtian is likeſt ro have the greateit peace, 
that walks on the {ureſt ſide of the Hedge. 

2. Then you ſubmit to him, when you reign over your 
inordinate deſires and paſſions; When you curb your 
anger , reſtrain your luſts, moderate your-joys, bid 
your grief and ſorrow break forth into Tears for youp 
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Sins, watch over your Senſual Delights, and keep them 
within bounds, mortifie your hatred to your fellow 
Chriſtians, grow eminent in the Love of God, and ad- 
vance in charity to your Neighbours, : kill your Cove- 
tonſneſs, and give flame to your Deſires after Grace and 
Mercy. This government in your little World, 1s that, 
which pleaſes the King of Heaven, and you then live 
like his Subjects, when you Reign and Triumph thus 
over your Luſts, and force your Hearts into ſuch reli- 
groves and reaſonable Services. He ſerves not C od, but 
tmfelrf, that lers his evil Defires reign over him, and is 
lo far from bcing ſubmiſſive to the King of Heaven, 
that he makes himſelf a Vaſlal of the Devil ;. This is 
the mighty priviledge of all the Loyal Subjetts of the 
King of Heaven ; Their being ſo, makes them Kings, 
and their inordinate Paſſions, -are- the Slaves on whwh 
they exerciſe Dominion and Authority ; Over theſe 
God gives them power, and it hath been acknowledged 
by all Wiſe Men, that he that conquers theſe Rebels, is 
a greater Commander , than he that lays whole Cities 
and Countreys waſte ; for in waſting thele, he a&ts 
according to his Brutiſh Defires, but in conquering 
thoſe Defires, he overcomes himſelt, and in that conſiſts 
the perfeCtion of Vertue. 

Without a ſerious attempt of this Self-conqueſt, 
your Prayers prevail not in Heaven, andthe little De- 
votions, you pay the Immcrtal King, are rejetted, as 
ſapleſs Services. Without this, your New Voons, and 
folema Afemblies are Abominations, and your treading 
the Courts of the Lord is looked upon, as the Sacrifice 
of Fools. The King above 1s not for outward ſhews, 
and he that doth not give him the inward Man, as well 
as the outward, inftead of paying Homage to him, 
turns his Grace into wantonneſs. The reſtraining of 
one 
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one inordinate Deſire, is more valued in Heaven, than 
twenty iormal Pravers, and the curbing of one Paſſion, 
receives greater applauſes from the Holy Angels, than a 
hundred Lord have Mercy upon mes. That one aCt of Jo- 
/«pb, in reſifting the Temptations of his Miſtreſs, and 


Is own Natural Defires, Gd approved of more, than. 


cf all the Peace-ottcrings of the Harlot in the Proverbs, 
chap. 7. wverſ. 14. And Mary Magdalex's Tears and Sor- 
row for Sins, melted Chrifts heart more, than all the 
pompous Devotions ot the Phariſee, for in this Sorrow, 
the reigned glorioully over her finful Inclinations, while 
the other continued a Slave to his deſire of Vain-glory. 
J. Then you ſubmit to him, and acknowledge him for 
your Kizz, when you ſeek firſt his Kingdom, and his 
Righteoxſa'ſs ; When you otter unto God the beſt of 
your Flock, and let the World have his refuſe, and 
lcavings. To give God the {leepieſt hours of the day, 
and to beitow the molt lively upon the. World, is not to 
acknowledge him for your King, but to make him the 
VVerlds Servant ; and to give him the Lame and Maim- 
ed, while your profit, and gain engroffes the Sound, 
and the fat of your thoughts, is Prepoſterous Devo- 
tion. To Sin as long as you can, and then to turn to 
him, 1s to play. with Religion, and mott certainly, no- 
thing looks ſo like Mockery, as to think of being ſerious, 
when you can ſerve the VVorld and the Fleſh no longer. 
Either God is not the beſt of Beings, if he muſt not have 
our Principal Adorations ; or if he be, our warmelt 
AﬀeCtions muſt of neceſſity be his due. Firſt to ſecure 
our Temporal Intereſt, and then to think of making ſure 
of the Everlaſting Riches, is to imagine, that Death 
will ſtay for us; And to give our Youth and tender 


years to the Devil, is to ſay our Leſſon, as they ſay,- 
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this is not to be Subjett to that King, who in his aCtions, 
is ever Orderly and Regular, and therefore requires his 
Subject; ſhould be fo roo. | 

No Man ſerves him, that doth not ſerve him orderly, 
and to begin our Day, andall our lawtul V Vorks, and 
Enterprizes w:th him, to Conlecrate to him the Vorning 
and Strengch of our Age, and to make our Car-. 
nal and Temporal Intereſt, truckle to his V Vill, is true 
Canonical Obedience. Thole that do fo, ſhall reign with 
him in that Life, js Son hath promiſed in the Goſpel ; 
who died for thisvhd, that ſuchas yield to theſe Terms 
might wear Crowns, in Heaven, Crowns not like thoſe 
of periſhable Gold, which decay with Age and Time, 
but Crowns immarceſcible, Crowns which Angels wear, 
Crowns of Glory, Crowns which are made ſplendid by 
the Light of Gods Countenance, Crowns made of E- 
verlaſting Light, Crowns which will ſhine, when the 
Sun ſhall ſhine no more, Crowns which will glitter, 
when the Stars ſhall have done twinckling ; in a word, 
Crowns , the thoughts of which , will tranſport the 
Souls that are incircled with them, into Everlaſting 
Comforts and Conlolations. 


